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TABLE 23

Federal funding for basic research, by budget function: FYs 1978-2024

(Millions of dollars)
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TABLE 23
Federal funding for basic research, by budget function: FYs 1978-2024

(Millions of dollars)
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2017 34,061 2,304 0 9,168 3,606 21| 268| 903 234 0 0 258 16,701 0 0| 538 59 0 na
2018 36,208 2,381 0/ 9932 3,281 50 255 909| 222 0 1| 335 18,255 0 0| 530 57 0 na
2019 39,352 2,613 0 10,177 4,948 49 330 965 233 0 2 329 19,056 0 0| 600 52 0 na
2020° 44,331 2,686 0 10,782 6,655 51 117 1,028 241 16 2| 348 21,826 0 0 523 57 0 na
2021¢ 42,883 2,698 4 11,423 5,162 19 118 1,163| 260 16 0/ 340 21,051 0 0 566 63 0 na
2022° 45,222 2,653 7 11962 5718 170 149 1,417| 270 0 0 324 21,844 0 0 619 88 0 na
2023
preliminary | 47,089 2,919 2 12,535 5,627 208 141 1,357 282 0 0 342 22961 0 0 648 68 0 na
2024
proposed | 48,266 2,480 2 13,877 5820 193 128 1,369 309 0 0 368 22959 0 0 701 60 0 na

* = amount less than $500,000. na = not applicable.

ARRA = American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

a Other includes amounts not explicitly tallied in one of the separately identified categories.
b Total for FY 2009 is the sum of non-ARRA and ARRA funds.

¢ Agencies in several functions received emergency COVID-19 pandemic-related funding for R&D or R&D plant in FYs 2020-22. This funding may be
included in this table's data; agency reporting is not clear in all cases.

Note(s):

Not all basic research funded by the federal government falls into the General science and basic research (251) category. Federal funding for basic
research arises in other functional categories—such as National defense or Health—and is included in the category funding totals there. Detail may
not add to total because of rounding. In FY 2007, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) changed its R&D portfolio to reclassify funding in
National defense and most Administration of justice as General science and basic research; in FY 2013, this was reclassified back to Administration
of justice. In FY 2004, DHS changed its R&D portfolio to reclassify funding in General science and basic research and in Agriculture as
Administration of justice. In FY 2000, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) transferred funding for the International Space
Station program from R&D to R&D plant; the change is reflected in the budget authority for Space flight, research, and supporting activities. In FYs
2009 and 2012, NASA revised the classification of its R&D and non-R&D funding. In FY 2000, the National Institutes of Health in the Department of
Health and Human Services classified all of its previous development activities as basic research or applied research, with a resulting increase in
Health basic research. In FY 1998, many Department of Energy programs were reclassified from Energy to General science and basic research. In
FY 1998, the Department of Veterans Affairs began reporting medical care support funds as a part of its total research budgetary resources; the
change is reflected in the budget authority for Veterans benefits and services.

Source(s):

Data from FYs 1955-94 are from agencies' submissions to OMB, Circular A-11, exhibit 44A, "Research and development activities," and from
supplemental data obtained from agencies' budget offices. Data from FYs 1995-2024 are from agencies' submissions to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) per MAX Schedule C, agencies' budget justification documents, supplemental data obtained from agencies' budget offices, and
Executive Office of the President, OMB, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2024.
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